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Synopsis

In this masterpiece about freedom, feminism, and destiny, Printz Honor author A.S. King tells the
epic story of a girl coping with devastating loss at long last--a girl who has no idea that the future
needs her, and that the present needs her even more.Graduating from high school is a time of
limitless possibilities--but not for Glory, who has no plan for what’s next. Her mother committed
suicide when Glory was only four years old, and she’s never stopped wondering if she will
eventually go the same way...until a transformative night when she begins to experience an
astonishing new power to see a person’s infinite past and future. From ancient ancestors to many
generations forward, Glory is bombarded with visions--and what she sees ahead of her is terrifying:
A tyrannical new leader raises an army. Women'’s rights disappear. A violent second civil war
breaks out. And young girls vanish daily, sold off or interned in camps. Glory makes it her mission to
record everything she sees, hoping her notes will somehow make a difference. She may not see a

future for herself, but she’ll do anything to make sure this one doesn’t come to pass.

Customer Reviews

Gr 9 UpA¢a -4 King returns with another wholly original work of magical realism. This eerie,
provocative title centers on Glory O’Brien, on the verge of graduating high school. Though talented
and whip-smart, Glory is an outsider whose social interactions are largely limited to her only friend,
Ellie, who lives across the street in a commune, and her father, a one-time painter who’s been
floundering since the suicide of Glory’s mother 12 years earlier. Both girls realize they have the
power to see the pastA¢a -4 +and futureA¢a -4 «of strangers around them, and Glory slowly
understands that an incredibly disturbing, Handmaid’s Tale-esque future lies in store, with the rights
of women and girls being eroded and a second civil war breaking out. The teen is confronted not
only by her future but by the past: she fears that she’ll go down the same path as her
psychologically unstable mother and begins to learn about a falling-out that took place between her
parents and Ellie’s years ago. As with works such as Ask the Passengers (2012) and Everybody
Sees the Ants (2011, both Little, Brown), King has developed an unusual protagonist, yet one with a
distinct and authentic voice. Elevating herself above the pack and imbuing her novel with incredible
nuance, King artfully laces themes of disintegrating friendship, feminism, and sexuality into the
narrative, as well as some provocative yet subtle commentary on the male gaze and the portrayal of
women in our culture. This beautifully strange, entirely memorable book will stay with

readers.A¢a -4 ‘Mahnaz Dar, School Library Journal --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.



"Wickedly clever...a genre-busting battlefield of a book."A¢a -4 ¢Bestselling author Rick Yancey for
The New York Times* "This beautifully strange, entirely memorable book will stay with
readers."A¢a -a ¢School Library Journal, starred review
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